
 

 

 

“I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making 

mistakes, then you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing 

yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You're doing things you've never done 

before, and more importantly, you're doing something.”   

~Neil Gaiman  

Dear members of our Middle School family, 

As parents, since we love our children so very much, we try our best to protect and insulate 

them from life’s disappointments.  Naturally, we seek to shield them from pain and nurture 

them as they grow into adults. For me as a parent, one area I found particularly difficult was 

balancing my providing of parental guidance or stepping back and allowing them to make their 

own mistakes to learn from the consequences of their own choices.  In time, I learned that often 

I needed to step back and not guide them towards good choices since my interventions often 

prevented them from learning how to navigate through social conflict and naturally coping with 

disappointment.   

As a dad, it was painful for me to allow my kids to fail; that is, for them to have the freedom to 

learn that life at times was disappointing and, at times, unfair. Sure, there were occasions I 

wanted to call the parent of a mean kid, or a coach or teacher…but, I did not because my child 

needed to self-advocate, or just learn to cope as part of growing up.  Children cannot stand on 

their own two feet if we carry them every time they stumble…tears and coping prepare 

children for the challenges of life. A child dealing with the death of an acquaintance or pet helps 

prepare them to cope with the death of a family member. Failure to get a wanted part in a play 

or an athletic team position prepares them for later handling the disappointment of employment 

application denials, difficult supervisors and job firings.   

Kids need to understand that failure and mistakes are a disappointing but necessary part of life. 

It does not mean the end of life. We learn from these upsetting experiences and move on; that’s 

all. Each start of the New Year allows us to see that regardless of our prior mistakes, we always 

have opportunities for new beginnings….That is the message we hope to teach our students.  

Warmly, 

Peter Osroff, Principal 
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Kids need to understand 

that failure and mistakes 

are a disappointing 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/n/neil_gaiman.html


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

FEBRUARY 

 
February 16-20 

Winter Recess 

School Closed 

 

February 23 

School Reopens 

 

February 24 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 p.m. 

 

February 25 

Music Box Players 

Parent-Student Dance 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE; DRESS ACCORDINGLY!  
 Parents, please remind your child to dress in layers. He or she can 
add and/or shed layers of clothing as the temperature changes within the 
building or outside. Also, please remember to send your child to school 
wearing a coat! Regardless of what your children tell you, shorts are for the      
summer, never for the winter!  

SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYED OPENINGS 

  In case of an emergency, you will receive a telephone call and/or email delivered to 

the home, cell, and work numbers and/or email addresses you have provided your child's 

school.  In order to guaranty delivery of all messages, please keep your contact information up 

to date. School Closings or delayed opening will also be posted on the website 

 Listen to the following radio and television stations and web sites for information on 

school closings or delayed openings: 

Radio Stations WCBS 880 AM 

WOR 710 AM 

WALK 1370 AM 

WBLI 106.1 

WINS 1010 AM 

WHLI 1100 AM 

WKJY 98.3 FM 

WBAB 102.3 FM 

Television  

Stations 

News 12 Long Island 

WABC 7 

WNBC 4 

WCBS 2 

FOX 5 

News Web Sites www.1010wins.com 

www.7online.com 

www.news12.com 

WCBS880.com 

WNBC.com 

CONTACTING YOUR CHILD  

 If you need to contact your child during the school day, please call the main office at 

478-3000. Especially for end of day transportation changes, please do not send an email to your 

child’s ninth  period teacher. Thank you for your support.  

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web 

pages. If your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class 

work must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework 

assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the in-

stance of any absence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather   

assignments. This request can only be made through the guidance office.  

ILLEGAL ABSENCES  

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal 

absence. Upon his or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assign-

ments from the teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, students who miss a class-

room assessment due to an illegal absence will not be permitted to make up the test.  

EXTRA! EXTRA!  

READ ALL ABOUT IT    

       (NOW ONLINE)!  

The Phoenix Club and                     

Journalism class are happy to 

announce that the school 

paper, Phoenix, is now pub-

lished on the middle school 

website! 



HELP! I NEED A GOOD BOOK TO READ 

 Students are always looking for a good book to read.  Our students at the middle school read at different levels and have 

varied interests.  Here are some websites to help your child (and you!) find a good book to read. 

 

YALSA (The Young Adult Library Association—a division of The American Library Association)   

This site contains a variety of booklists addressing all the needs of young adult readers as well as reading resources for parents and 

teens. http://www.ala.org/yalsa/ 

 

New York Times Top Ten Young Adult Best-Seller List  

These weekly rankings reflect book sales, and thus are most  often the most popular among our students. 

http://www.nytimes.com/best-sellers-books/young-adult/list.html 

 

Goodreads.com 

According to its website, it is the world’s largest site for readers and book recommendations.  The site offers many opportunities for  

readers including personalized book recommendations, share book reviews with friends, and even create a personalized virtual book-

shelf of books you have read and want to read. On the site, you can also find the list, The College Board: 101 Great Books Recom-

mended for College-Bound Readers. (Those books recommended for middle school students by the College Board are listed be-

low). goodreads.com  

 

The Middle View  

The last page of Garden City Middle School’s monthly newsletter includes book recommendations made by Mr. Daniels, the Library/

Media Specialist.  Check out this month’s recommendations or past month’s recommendations.  All are available on the website.     

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

Please keep in mind: We ask that students do not read books that have been made into movies.   

Spotl ight  on  

THE  ENGL I SH  DEPARTMENT  

M IDDLE SCH OOL  B OOKS    
For  college-bound  read ers  

(Recommended by the College Board) 
Achebe, Chinua                   Things Fall Apart 

Crane, Stephen                   The Red Badge of Courage 

Dumas, Alexandre    The Three Musketeers 

Golding, William                   Lord of the Flies 

Hurston, Zora Neale    Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Huxley, Aldous                   Brave New World 

Lee, Harper                   To Kill a Mockingbird 

London, Jack                   The Call of the Wild 

Miller, Arthur                   The Crucible 

Morrison, Toni                   Beloved 

 

O'Neill, Eugene              Long Day's Journey into Night 

Orwell, George              Animal Farm 

Poe, Edgar Allen              Selected Tales 

Remarque, Erich Maria    All Quiet on the Western Front 

Rostand, Edmond              Cyrano de Bergerac 

Stevenson, Robert Louis   Treasure Island 

Swift, Jonathan               Gulliver's Travels 

Twain, Mark                      The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Welty, Eudora               Collected Stories 

Wright, Richard               Native Son 



Spotl ight  on  

THE  ENGL I SH  DEPARTMENT  

WHAT GOOD READERS DO 

from When Kids Can’t Read What Teachers Can Do by Kylene Beers 

 They recognize that reading is done for a purpose, to get meaning, and that this involves the reader actively                   

participating. 

 They use a variety of comprehension strategies such as predicting, summarizing, questioning, and visualizing the text. 

 They make inferences about the text. 

 They use prior knowledge about their lives and their world to inform their understanding of a text. 

 They monitor their understanding of a text, identify what is challenging, and have strategies to improve their                   

understanding. 

 They evaluate their enjoyment of a text and why it did or did not appeal to them. 

 They know many vocabulary words and how to use the context, word parts, and roots to help understand new words. 

HOW TO ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO READ 

Adapted from Scolastic.com 

Let your child choose what to read (when reading for pleasure). While you may cringe at his preferences, he may never 

touch a title if it's force-fed. 

Talk about what she reads. Ask her what she thinks of a book and make connections with ideas or issues that are relevant to her 

life. 

If he's struggling or bored with a book, let him put it down. Forcing him to stick with a difficult or dull book that's intend-

ed for pleasure will reinforce the idea that reading is a chore. 

Subscribe to magazines that will interest her. Ask her to choose one or two titles and put the subscription in her name. 

Read the newspaper together. Whether it's for 15 minutes over breakfast or on weekends, establish a routine and discuss what 

you each read. 

Establish a reward system.  Use an incentive chart to keep track of your child’s reading time.  Reward her with an activity of her 

choice. 

Play games that utilize reading. Word- and vocabulary-building games like Scrabble or Boggle are great, but many board games 

provide reading opportunities (even if it's just the instructions). Crosswords provide opportunities for learning new words and 

spelling practice, too. 

Encourage your middle schooler to read to a younger sibling. Letting him take over ritual reading at bedtime once a week 

will ensure he reads something, and he may find his sibling's enthusiasm for stories contagious. 

Visit the library together. Try to make it an event where you share some quality one-on-one time and both choose a few books. 

Find an outlet for your child to "publish" a book review. When she finishes a book, encourage her to write it up for a fami-

ly or school newspaper, magazine, or website. She could also try posting a review at a local bookseller or an online retailer. 

Ensure he or she has a good reading space. He should choose where it is, but you can make sure it's well lit and inviting so he 

stays a while.   

Keep up on what she's reading. If you can, read a few pages of her books yourself so you can discuss them with her. 

Encourage writing. Whether it's via snail or e-mail, suggest that he keep in touch with distant friends or relatives. Keeping a jour-

nal or chronicling a family vacation will also provide reading practice. 

Provide a good dictionary. She may not want to ask for your help with words anymore, so make sure she has a good reference. 

Suggest books from movies he liked. He may enjoy getting even more detail in the book. 

Listen to books on tape in the car. If you're heading on vacation, or even back-and-forth to school, try listening to a novel that 

will appeal to everyone. 

Model reading. Your pre-teen will still follow your reading habits (though she'll never let you know it!). Let her see you reading, 

make comments, and share interesting passages with her. 



Spotl ight  on  

THE  ENGL I SH  DEPARTMENT  

THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARD’S IMPACT ON CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 

 IN READING AND WRITING 

Adapted from Scholastic.com 

 

1. There have been threee instructional shifts: The Common Core introduced three major shifts in classroom instruction de-

signed to guide critical readers through a range of grade-level, complex texts or reading materials. Classroom instruction will be fo-

cused on: 

 Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction and informational texts: In addition to stories and literature, 

your child will read more informational texts and non-fiction that provide facts and knowledge in areas such as science and social stud-

ies. 

 Reading and writing grounded in evidence from text: Children will read more challenging texts and be asked more ques-

tions that will require them to refer back to what they have read to provide evidence that supports their answers. 

 Regular practice with complex texts and its vocabulary: Teachers will emphasize building a strong vocabulary so that 

students can read and understand challenging material. 

2. There are fewer, clearer standards, that aim higher: Teachers will focus on five standard areas to prepare children to meet 

grade-level expectations. Your child’s teachers will focus on shifts in the following standards: 

 Common Core Learning Standards for Reading Literature 

 Common Core Learning Standards for Reading Informational Text 

 Common Core Learning Standards for Writing 

 Common Core Learning Standards for Speaking and Listening 

 Common Core Learning Standards for Language 

3.    Types of texts: Across the grades, students will read both literature (fiction) and informational texts (non-fiction) and respond 

using a range of writing types. In the charts below, you will find the Common Core Standards for reading and writing for grades 6,7 

and 8 and an explanation of the skills every child will need to develop and demonstrate within each grade. 

 

            

GRADE 6 



Spotl ight  on  

THE  ENGL I SH  DEPARTMENT  

                                                                      FILM AND THEATER 

 Mrs. Fasulo’s Film and Theater students have been enthusiastically evaluating some of New York’ s “Best” Broadway 

Shows in class.  Cats, Newsies, A Chorus Line, West Side Story, and The Radio City Christmas Spectacular, are just a few of the shows that stu-

dents have been evaluating throughout the year. The evaluation process begins when students conduct a “pre-read” by analyzing docu-

ments such as: reviews, ads, and informational articles, mostly from The New York Times, as a foretaste to the viewing. Next, students 

actively engage in a viewing of the show. In order to actively engage in a viewing, students may: stop and discuss certain elements of 

the show, discuss the meaning of lyrics to a specific song, write about the setting and/or props and examine main characters by re-

flecting back upon the big idea, which is There are many factors that influence a person’s identity. After the viewing, students are assessed 

on their knowledge in a variety of ways. Students who take this class gain a different perspective of the Broadway show. They learn 

how much goes into not only creating the show, but the production as well.  

GRADES 7 AND 8 



Spotl ight  on  

Family  an d consumer sc i ences  

department  

REINDEER COOKIES 

 Reindeers invaded Ms. Beovich’s seventh  grade classes in December! Students made reindeer cookies which disappeared  as 

soon as they came out of the oven. They were so easy and fun to make. 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HOME AND CAREEERS 

 Ms. Economou’s  seventh grade Home and Careers classes have begun baking.  This is a very exciting part of the year for the 

students,  and everyone is excited about it.  For the first project  they learned the process of activating yeast , kneading dough to de-

velop gluten, and baking pretzels.  Future recipes include, pizza, scones, and banana muffins, The ultimate baking challenge will take 

place during the CAKE WARS unit.  Be sure to check the May newsletter for results on this year’s cakes.  

  Earlier in the year the 7th graders completed many self-assessments to begin to determine careers of interest.  Students used 

www.careerzone.ny.gov to complete an interest inventory.  This inventory created a list of career choices linked to their own 

interests.  The students completed a career research project on a chosen occupation of their choice.   

 In sixth grade classes, students completed units on Consumerism, Sewing, Kitchen Safety, and Cooking.  They learned basic 

advertising strategies and consumer rights.  During the sewing unit, students learned the running stitch and applying a button.  They 

are currently wrapping up their semester with cooking.  We’ve worked on a few fun, simple, kid-friendly recipes.    

MS. ECONOMOU’S RECIPE of the MONTH : Love Letters 

 

 

 

Ingredients 
2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/2 cup white sugar 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup butter 

2 teaspoons lemon zest 
1 tablespoon orange zest 

1/2 cup sour cream 
1 cup candied cherries, chopped 

Directions 
Preheat oven to 475 degrees F (245 degrees C). 
Blend flour, sugar and salt. Cut in butter, lemon zest and 

orange zest until mixture resembles coarse meal. 
Blend sour cream in evenly. 

Gather dough into firm ball. Divide in half. Roll on well-
floured surface to 1/8 inch thickness. Cut in 3 x 2 
inch pieces; fold ends to center to resemble an enve-
lope, overlapping slightly; seal with tiny piece of can-
died cherry. 

Place on ungreased baking sheet. Brush tops with water; 
sprinkle with sugar. Bake 6 to 8 minutes. 

Ingredients 

 2 Cups chocolate or devils food cake 
mix         ( about ½ of a cake mix box) 

 1 egg 

 ¼ cup oil 

 Cool on wire rack and enjoy. 

Directions 

 In a medium bowl, beat egg with wire whisk. 
Beat in the oil. 

 Add the cake mix. Mix with a wooden spoon 
until well blended. 

 Using a teaspoon, drop onto ungreased cookie 
sheet, preferably one lined with a silicone mat. 
Flatten cookies to form circles. 

 Place a small pretzel knot on top edges for ant-
lers, chocolate chips for eyes, and one M&M for 
the nose (preferably red!) 

 Bake at 350 degrees for about 10-12 minutes. 

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=qYMtuqCheYyGkNyREkjSztZ0xZRNPn9VEKCYpn-84_t5LJxp-gnSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGEAcgBlAGUAcgB6AG8AbgBlAC4AbgB5AC4AZwBvAHYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.careerzone.ny.gov


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MATH OLYMPIADS 

 The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tuesday, 13 

January 2015. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 35 of a possible 50. This was a tough one!! 

 

Only one student had all five correct: 

Sammy Myers 

Three students had four correct: 

Andrew Joseph, Anthony Remick, and Daniel Sekas 

 

CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 

 The total school score after three meets is 103 points (of a possible 150).  Listed here are the scores for the students 

who have the highest cumulative scores: 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 

 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 TOTAL 

Lucy McShane Orrego 4 5 3 12 

Sammy Myers Orrego 4 3 5 12 

Anthony Remick Drogin 5 3 4 12 

Matthew Joseph Drogin 5 4 3 11 

Kayla Larocca Hakes 5 4 2 11 

Ryan Padala Orrego 5 5 1 11 

Daniel Sekas Nardone 3 4 4 11 

Micah Bozkurtian Orrego 3 4 3 10 

Andrew Joseph Drogin 3 3 4 10 

Kyle Stevenson Hakes 4 3 3 10 

Deanna Turner Orrego 3 4 3 10 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM  

 Garden City Middle School is thrilled to announce our new Community Service Program- GC CARES, which was official-

ly kicked off by Mrs. Lee during three grade-level assemblies on January 7.  Every student is being challenged  to participate in ser-

vice and leadership within the Middle School and surrounding community.  Three levels of service will receive recognition (a mini-

mum of 10 hours).  Log hours are due by National Pay It Forward Day which is April 30, 2015.  We are asking that parents 

ensure that their own child’s service activity is safe, appropriate, and meets the criteria. 

 Middle School activities may include:  garden work in the courtyard, assist with special events, participation in school 

fundraisers and charity events, morning greeter, and Home Base community projects. 

 Community activities may include:  Charity events, shovel snow for a neighbor, rake leaves for a neighbor, charity walk-a-

thons, free tutoring, food/clothing drives, and service events with your place of worship. 

 Service hours must be completed during the time period of January 7 and April 30 to be considered.   Together we can 

make 2015 special for our community.  Please see the forms on the following pages.  Thank you for your support!    

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Garden City Middle School’s 

M r s .  S u s a n  L e e  
has been named  

Assistant Principal of the Year 

by the Council of Administrators and Supervisors! 

 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT 

 What better way can a family kick off the weekend then to attend the Family Bingo Bash at 

the GCMS?  Yes!  It is the second annual family BINGO night. On Friday, March 27, 2015,  please 

join us for prizes, pizza, and fun.  It kicks off at 7:00 p.m.  You won’t want to miss out on this even-

ing.     This event is free and is open to all Garden City Middle School families.  The event is a family 

event, so the students need to be accompanied by a parent.  Please RSVP to the event as space is lim-

ited.  This event is co-sponsored by the Garden City Community Coalition and GCPTA.  We look 

forward to seeing you there.! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bingo&FORM=HDRSC2


Garden City Middle School offers our students opportunities to 

provide service and leadership both within our middle school community and our surrounding            

community.   

10 hours = BRONZE LEVEL 

15 hours = SILVER LEVEL 

20 hours = GOLD LEVEL    

In recognition of each student’s participation in the program, certificates and school newsletter acknowl-

edgement will be given at the end of the year. 

 

Name of Student: _______________________________         Grade: _________ 

Part 1:  LOG HOURS 

 

 
                                  

      Total Hours Completed: 
    

*REFLECTION AND PARENT SIGNATURE ON REVERSE SIDE 
                    Date:  _____________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________________________ 
  

 

Garden City Public Schools 

Garden City Middle School 
98 Cherry Valley Avenue 

Garden City, NY 11530 

Date of 

Service 

Time Frame Description of Service Total 

Hours 

  

  

      

  
  

  

      

  

  
  

      

  
  

  

      

  
  
  

      

  
  
  

      

  
  
  

      



Part II:       WRITE A REFLECTION OF YOUR EXPERIENCE 

(Feel free to attach any photos) 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By signing your signatures below, you verify that all service activities have been completed by the stu-

dent from January 7 to April 30, 2015.   

Student Signature:__________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature:___________________________________________________ 

Date:________________________________________ 

Please return form to your child’s guidance counselor by April 30, 2015. 

NATIONAL PAY IT FORWARD DAY APRIL 30, 2015 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

  The Boundless 
By Kenneth Oppel 
 
The Boundless, the greatest train ever built, is on its maiden voyage 
across the country, and first-class passenger Will Everett is about to 
embark on the adventure of his life! 
 

When Will ends up in possession of the key to a train car containing 
priceless treasures, he becomes the target of sinister figures from his 
past. 
 

In order to survive, Will must join a traveling circus, enlisting the aid of 
Mr. Dorian, the ringmaster and leader of the troupe, and Maren, a girl 
his age who is an expert escape artist. With villains fast on their heels, 
can Will and Maren reach Will’s father and save The Boundless before 
someone winds up dead? 

  

 

  Greenglass House 
By Kate Milford 
 
It’s wintertime at Greenglass House. The creaky smuggler’s inn is al-
ways quiet during this season, and twelve-year-old Milo, the innkeep-
ers’ adopted son, plans to spend his holidays relaxing. 
 
But on the first icy night of vacation, out of nowhere, the guest bell 
rings. Then rings again. And again. Soon Milo’s home is bursting with 
odd, secretive guests, each one bearing a strange story that is somehow 
connected to the rambling old house. 
 
As objects go missing and tempers flare, Milo and Meddy, the cook’s 
daughter, must decipher clues and untangle the web of deepening mys-
teries to discover the truth about Greenglass House—and themselves. 


